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This introduction to the Ancient Near East includes coverage of Egypt and a balance of political,

social, and cultural coverage. Organized by the periods, kingdoms, and empires generally used in

Near Eastern political history, the text interlaces social and cultural history with the political

narrative. This combination allows students to get a rounded introduction to the subject of Ancient

Near Eastern history. An emphasis on problems and areas of uncertainty helps students understand

how evidence is used to create interpretations and allows them to realize that several different

interpretations of the same evidence are possible.This introduction to the Ancient Near East

includes coverage of Egypt and a balance of political, social, and cultural coverage.
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Ancient Near Eastern History and Culture William H. Stiebing Jr. Second Edition Â  "Simply the best

textbook currently available for the study of the Ancient Near East and Egypt.Â  It is a well-written,

intelligent, up-to-date survey that provides students with an excellent background while at the same

time holding their interest." - Devin J. Steward, Emory University Â  "Far and away the very best

textbook available for a general history course on the Ancient Near East." - Glen Cooper, Brigham

Young University Â  Organized by the periods, kingdoms, and empires generally used in Near

Eastern political history, this text interlaces social and cultural history with a political narrative.Â  An

emphasis on historical debates and areas of uncertainty helps students understand how evidence is

used to create interpretations and that several different interpretations of history are possible. Â  

New Features    Controversial issues are highlighted in sections titled "Debating the Evidence ,"



making it easier for students and teachers to find and use the portions of the text devoted to

scholarly arugments about the evidence for various aspects of ancient Near Eastern history.   A new

Chapter 4, "The Old Babylonian Period and Its Aftermath" gives more insight into this important

period.   More information is provided on culture and economy, especially in the sections on the Old

Babylonian, Neo-Assyrian, and Neo-Babylonian periods.Â     Â  Visit us at

www.ablongman.com/history  Â  Â 

William H. Stiebing Jr. is Porfessor Emeritus of Ancient History at the University of New Orleans.

Kindle edition works well, although they don't have actual page numbers which makes citing a bit

more difficult.

This book is very informative and very interesting. The writing style is extremely readable. I would

really recommend this book

Thanks.

Truly excellent introductory textbook to the Ancient Near East and Egypt. It is precisely the right

length with an ideal amount of detail: not too much, but Stiebing goes into particularly interesting

problems in his "Debating the Evidence" sections. I just used it this quarter and it worked beautifully,

accompanied by Pritchard's sourcebook. This book is better than Amelie Kuhrt's double volume

masterwork IN THE SENSE THAT it is at a more appropriate level for the students, although as an

instructor you will want to read Kuhrt's before or alongside. It is also in some respects nicer than

Mario Liverani's THE ANCIENT NEAR EAST: ECONOMY, SOCIETY, AND CULTURE in the sense

that it includes all of the Persian Empire; Liverani stops at 500 or so BC. I also like this work better

than Mieroop's one-volume ANE: Mieroop's is great (don't get me wrong) but Mieroop does not do

much with the Israelites and Hebrews, and Mieroop also does not cover Egypt in that book

(although his book on Egypt is great). I'm not trashing these other books, which are completely

excellent. Rather, I am stating that Stiebing's book is the all-around best for an intro to ANE course.
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